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that, if a selection were made of the most fervent
people, the multitude would not be injurious to the
mission, established the Holy family. This associa-
tion began only this year to have some luster,
because in the preceding years it was but a small
assembly; but the number of these chosen persons
increased with the number of the christians and with
the mission. This year was the last for a young
man named martin Skandegorthaksen, aged twenty
years; he died in the woods as one predestined. An
account of this death will be given.

1676.

It is a wonder to see the state of the mission when
it was so new that the savages had not yet heard con-
firmation mentioned; what will they then be when
the holy ghost shall have descended upon them, as
will be the case this year! Monseigneur the bishop
of quebek, who in his cathedral church had conferred
baptism on the first six persons of the mission, came
to complete his work in the month of may. The
account of it is given at length in the relation of
1672. The esteem in which the Savages held the
person who, among all the priests, most nearly
approaches our Lord, marked the depth of their feel-
ings. When they knew that Monseigneur was com-
ing to la prairie, they made a staging at the water's
edge, that he might conveniently land. They had
lined the way with branches of trees, and the avenue
ended at a throne constructed of sod and verdure.
Monseigneur, having taken his place thereon, re-
ceived the compliments offered him by the captains.
The day after pentecost, which was then being
celebrated, was a favorable time for bestowing



